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Overview of Focused Review 
Format template



• This template is for intervention reviews, although some sections are 
relevant for all review types, for example, 'Registration', 'Sources of 
support'

• The template is designed to structure reporting (and not conduct) of 
reviews. The MECIR Conduct standards for new Cochrane intervention 
reviews still apply: https://community.cochrane.org/mecir-manual

• One template for protocols and reviews

• Guidance in all sections of the template, including 'Additional information' 
etc

• Not all sections are mandatory, for example, 'Equity-related assessment'

Key Points

https://community.cochrane.org/mecir-manual


• At Protocol stage, several sections on the template will be greyed out 
(Abstract, Plain language summary, Summary of findings, Results, 
Discussion, Authors conclusions). These will not publish, but leave the text 
in place as it will guide you when writing the full review

• Enabling the study-centric data (SCD) option does not mean that you have 
to use this approach, although we recommend that you do. It is still 
possible to input data into analyses manually

• When SCD is enabled, the template will facilitate applying the new 
guidance around setting up your PICO for syntheses at protocol stage

Key Points
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New sections in Cochrane 
reviews











Not Published

Published as Supplementary material

Published as Supplementary material





Using study centric data and 
the Review criteria section

1. Webinars

2. Self-guided practical

3. Infographical

4. RevMan Knowledge Base

5. Methodological background













Iterations to the reporting template

1. Please send feedback on the template to support@cochrane.org

2. Iterations in development:

▪ Recommended references already cited in text

▪ More guidance on equity and consumer involvement reporting

▪Functionality to better manage the template at protocol vs review 
stage



Questions?
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