Searching for studies
Materials:
· Powerpoint slides

1. Possible future development – worked example of search strategy illustrating the number of papers found through each source, database overlap, etc. to show how other sources than Medline make a difference.

· Handouts

1. Web links handout – URLs for databases to search and search filter information.

2. Exemplar review – including Methods and Results sections describing search (to be identified)

· Practical exercises
1. Selecting search terms – uses the PICO framework to ask participants to consider key concepts from their review question, searchable words and alternative terms, and to select which key concepts will form the basis of their search.

2. Searching CENTRAL – a step by step guided search for studies in CENTRAL (requires a computer lab with internet access, or can be handed out to participants to do at home).

3. Possible future development – presenter-led live search of CENTRAL or other database, using search terms developed by the audience in exercise 1.

· Online supplements

1. Possible future development – short videos showing how to identify controlled vocabulary terms in the different search databases, including checking their definitions, and the pros and cons of exploding.
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What’s changed since version 1.0? [October 2012]
· Slide 10: updated screenshot of The Cochrane Library homepage
· Slide 11: Updated screenshot of the search results display in The Cochrane Library
· Slide 12: removed the URL of how to access the Library; updated screenshot showing new search display and MeSH searching
· Slide 13: Notes edited to clarify MEDLINE & Embase are mandatory if not adequately covered by CENTRAL and SR (for MECIR Standard #19)

· Slide 15: New dot point and explanatory note added to highlight searching specific sources for non-standard study designs (e.g. adverse effects, economics). (for MECIR Standard #26)
· Slide 16: Dot point added to highlight ClinicalTrials.gov and the WHO registry, and note added to identify these two as starting requirements (for MECIR Standard #27). 
Word “industry” replaced with “organisations”, and note added on benefit of contacting individuals and organisations working in the field (for MECIR Standard #31).
· Slide 23: Changed MeSH tree screenshot to new version of the Library
· Slide 24: Notes edited to note that a filter may not be useful for very broad reviews including a wide range of study designs, and advising to consult the TSC in that case.
· Slide 32: Notes edited to clarify that searching non-English databases is also important, not just avoiding language filters in primarily English databases (for MECIR standard #24)
· Slides 36 and 37: “no. of results” has been replaced with “number of results” following feedback from trainers.
· Slide 38: Dot point edited from “the most recent search should typically be run ≤ 6 months before the review is submitted” to “rerun search if more than 12 months old” for MECIR standard #37, and notes edited accordingly (also noting that 6 months remains best practice).
New dot point and notes added to discuss screening and incorporating newly identified studies for MECIR standards #37 and #38.
What’s changed in the Searching – Links handout?
· China National Knowledge Infrastructure (CNKI) has been added.
· Chinese Biomedical Literature Database (CBM) has been added (not included in previous version as URL was out of date)
· International Pharmaceutical Abstracts has been added (not included in previous version as URL was out of date)

· Pharmaceutical Research and Manufacturers of America (PhRMA) Clinical Study Results Database has been removed, as this database has been discontinued.

· Hard page break has been removed to facilitate printing on Letter size paper if required.

What’s changed in the Searching – Links handout?
· Screen shots updated to reflect new search interface.

Suggestions for next version
· Slide 8 – add comment in the notes to make it clear that examples are particularly pertinent to an intervention review. For another sort of review (e.g. diagnostic studies, or to look for qualitative evidence to support an intervention review) the search might be different even though the principles are the same. (Alison Weightman)

· Slide 37 - add a reference to PRISMA for those that don't know what it is (Alison Weightman)

· Add slide showing example protocol text, when good practice example available.

