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MAGICapp for evidence synthesizers?
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Evidence 

summary Systematic review panel
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2016: Time for a post-guidelines era in health care?

Major limitations EBM and guidelines

• Developers

–Not trustworthy, ignore other knowledge

–Resource-demanding, extreme duplication

• Clinicians and patients 

–Available, useful, understandable ?

–Allow shared, personalized decisions?

–Up to date?

–Integrated in the electronic health record?
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Time to respond to calls from the opponents?
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Major challenges with EBM, systematic reviews and 
guidelines but also advances in standards, methods and tools..
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Can technology help? Platforms and tools ready for use
(e.g., www.magicapp.org) 
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http://www.magicapp.org
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A peek into MAGICapp,  for end-users and authors
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Challenges beyond guidelines, for patients and society
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Do not despair, we are not lost;-)
Visionary “techy, fun and nice to work with” people in our community
linking data in platforms through G-I-N/ Cochrane/ GRADE Tech
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Our vision:
A Digital and Trustworthy Evidence Ecosystem 

to increase value and reduce waste in health care
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Some hurdles to overcome: Organizations fit for purpose? 
How can we rapidly get potentially  practice-changing evidence into practice? 
Collaborative network approach, partnering with innovative medical journal?
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The BMJ-RapidRecs project: methods and process

• Guideline panel, network of the right people
✓ Trustworthy guideline standards, GRADE

✓ Focus on conflict of interest, patient involvement….

• Linked high quality systematic reviews
✓ effects, prognosis, values and preferences

✓ Separate teams, closely interacting with guideline panel
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BMJ Rapid Recommendations, check it out…*

8/30/2017

* All papers open access and for you to scrutinize, adapt and use for your 

purposes

http://www.bmj.com/content/354/bmj.i5085
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23 trials 

n=4000  

NNT=10

Offer 

probiotics  

Baseline:

3 of 100 

offered 

probiotics  

Digital and Trustworthy Evidence Ecosystem 
From RapidRecs pilot to closing the loop in Finland and Belgium
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WikiRecs for probiotics in MAGICapp: 
https://www.magicapp.org/app#/guideline/1170
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https://www.magicapp.org/app#/guideline/1170
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WikiRecs - EBM guidelines - Translation, adaptation - CDSS in EHR
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To practice: Meet “Stella Artois” 17 months old,with pneumonia  
prescribed with antibiotics in Belgian primary care
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Doctor prescribes antibiotics in the EHR….
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Drilling back to the Evidence if needed
EBM guidelines – MAGICapp - all the way to the meta-analysis?
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Acting on – and implementing - the evidence, together
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And same goes for Finland
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In summary

• Better methods, tools and systems available across an emerging 
evidence ecosystem in health care

• People: culture for sharing work, evidence and common 
understanding of research methods, including different sources of 
knowledge

• Technology: 

– Rapidly evolving platforms with digitally structured data. G-I-N, 
Cochrane and others joining forces

– MAGICapp a useful  tool for evidence synthesizers (?)

• BMJ-RapidRecs as a model: Will organizations get the work done or 
do we need a disruptive innovation, in health care like elsewhere?
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Remaining challenges and unmet needs in the Ecosystem-
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