Writing a protocol for a Cochrane review
Materials:

· Slide presentation

· Handouts

1. Exemplar protocol (to be identified)
Content map:

	Content addressed
	Handbook reference
	Slide(s)
	Notes

(examples, pictures, order, omissions)

	Title
	
	1
	

	Steps of a Cochrane systematic review
	
	2
	

	Outline
	
	3,5
	

	Chapter 2
	
	
	

	Rationale for protocols
	2.1
	4,6
	

	Format of a Cochrane review
	2.2
	
	

	· Rationale for the format of a Cochrane review
	2.2.1
	6
	

	· Outline of a protocol for a Cochrane review
	2.2.2
	7
	

	Logistics of doing a review
	2.3
	
	

	· Planning the topic and scope of a review
	2.3.2
	14
	See also Defining a question presentation

	· Consumer involvement
	2.3.4.2
	20
	See also Introduction presentation

	· Editorial procedures of a Cochrane Review Group
	2.3.7
	20
	See also Introduction presentation

	Chapter 4
	
	
	

	Introduction
	4.1
	6,7
	

	Title and review information
	4.2
	
	

	· Title
	4.2.1 & Box 4.2.a
	
	See Defining a question presentation.

	· Authors
	4.2.2
	8,10
	

	· Contact person
	4.2.3
	9-10
	

	· Dates
	4.2.4
	
	See Searching presentation.

	Abstract
	4.3
	
	See Interpreting Results presentation

	Plain Language Summary
	4.4
	
	See Interpreting Results presentation

	Main text
	4.5
	7,11
	See also Defining a review question, Searching, Selecting studies, Risk of bias, Dichotomous, Continuous, Intro to meta-analysis, Non-standard data, Heterogeneity, Reporting Bias and Interpreting Results presentations

	· Background
	4.5
	12-13
	

	· Objectives
	4.5
	14-15
	

	· Methods
	4.5
	16-17
	

	· Acknowledgements
	4.5
	19
	

	· Contribution of authors
	4.5
	8,19
	

	· Declarations of interest
	4.5
	19
	

	Tables
	4.6
	
	

	· Additional tables
	4.6.7
	19
	

	Studies and references
	4.7
	
	

	· References to studies
	4.7.1
	18
	

	· Other references
	4.7.2
	18
	

	Data and analyses
	4.8
	
	See Intro to meta-analysis presentation

	Figures
	4.9
	
	See Searching, Selecting studies, Risk of bias, Intro to meta-analysis, Reporting biases and Interpreting results presentations

	Sources of support to the review
	4.10
	19
	

	Feedback
	4.11
	
	Not included

	Appendices
	4.12
	19
	See also Searching presentation

	Cochrane Style Guide
	
	11
	

	Take home message
	
	21
	

	Acknowledgements
	
	22
	


What’s changed since Version 1.0? [October 2012]
· Slide 4: a dot point has been added which states “published review will contain a link to your protocol”. Also, the following sentence has been reported at the end of the Notes section: “Finally, when your review is published it will contain a link to your published protocol so that, if interested, readers can compare the methods you pre-specified in your protocol to the methods you actually used in the review.” 

· Slide 6: presents an updated screenshot of a protocol published in www.thecochranelibrary.com
· Slide 17: a dot point has been added which states “’Summary of Findings’ table”. Also, the following dot point has been reported under the Notes section (after listing other components that authors will need to report in the Methods section of their protocol): “how you will summarise and report the findings of your results, including standard Cochrane formats such as ‘Summary of Findings’ tables.”
· Slide 20: the dot point “complete Permission to Publish & Declaration of Interest forms” has been changed to “complete License for Publication & Declaration of Interest forms”.
· Slide 22: presents updated Cochrane Handbook 5. 1.0 references.

