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Cochrane Crowd Cochrane ClassMate 

Both support learning 



Is this an RCT? 



Is this an RCT? 



Information overload 

“Global scientific output doubles 
every nine years” 

[Nature News Blog, May 2014] 



Cochrane Crowd 

Cochrane Crowd  
http://crowd.cochrane.org 



Why do people sign up? 



Why do people sign up? 

To help 
 



Why do people sign up? 

To learn and 
develop skills 

To help 
 



To learn “to maintain 
my skills” 

 
“Better 

understand  
RCTs” 

 
 

to help out a little and 
gain some skills”  

“To learn, practice 
and to make a tiny 

contribution!” 

“To learn”  

“wanted to hone 
skills in identifying 

RCTs.” 

“to gain experience”  

“to help out with a really 
important project, but I 
am also learning at 
the same time. So it's 

really great” 
To learn and 

develop skills 



Is this describing a randomised trial? 



How does Cochrane Crowd support people 
doing this task? 



How does Cochrane Crowd support people 
doing this task? 

Top 10 features in  
Cochrane Crowd that  

support learning 
 



1. Interactive (and brief!) training 

Anyone can sign up; everyone has to do the training: 20 practice records 
The training is aimed at the complete beginner 



2. Quick Reference guide 

A reminder 
of what 
we’re 
looking for 
and what 
we’re not 
looking for 



3. Helpful highlights 

The red 
highlights act as 
‘warning’ 
highlights to 
indicate the 
record might be 
one to Reject 



3. Helpful highlights 

The Yellow 
highlights are for 
words and 
phrases 
frequently found 
in records we are 
looking for (RCTs) 



4. Help me decide 

The Help me 
decide feature 
takes a screener 
through a series of 
questions to help 
reach a decision 



5. Screen records of interest 

You can choose to work on records in areas of interest to you.  
 

I’m interested in dementia so the records I get contain the word 
dementia or Alzheimer’s… 



5. Screen records of interest 

A great way to 
keep up with 
the latest 
research being 
published my 
area of interest 



5. Screen records of interest 

“Thanks so much for the Prioritise the 
records I receive feature. I have found 

research valuable for my everyday 
work; I had no idea it existed!” 

 

Mersiha Kaknjo, April 2016 



7. Add my own highlights 

I’ve added some 
‘directional’ 
highlights to 
help direct me 
to certain parts 
of a structured 
abstract 



8. And I can colour code them! 

I’ve made 
Background and 
Results the 
same colour but 
left Methods 
blue 



9. I can view my performance (and learn from it) 

An area we plan to develop quite a bit but still very useful – especially the 
number on the right 



9.I can view my performance (and learn from it) 

This shows how many records I screen and when, and also how many of those 
records were in agreement or disagreement with the final decision 



10. Where did I go wrong? 

Here I can see that a record I rejected ended up with a final decision of RCT or CCT. 
Looking at it, I can see that I did indeed make a mistake in rejecting it. 



Cochrane Crowd: next steps 

Add more tasks 
•  DTA identification 
•  RCT/PICO 

description 
 

http://crowd.cochrane.org 



“Can I use the task for my students?” 

Yes, Please! 



Cochrane ClassMate 

Enable Trainers and Educators to  
use the micro-tasks 
•  More guidance 
•  More structure 
•  More rewards 
•  More fun! 

How? 



Cochrane ClassMate 

Modular design 
Some using ‘known’ records; some drawing on ‘live’ records 

Choose a module, or modules that suit your teaching objectives, or create 
your own 



Cochrane ClassMate 

Proposed example modules 

RCT 
identification 

DTA 
identification 

Understanding 
PICO 

Reporting 
standards 



Cochrane ClassMate: example 

The trainer will be able to: 
 
•  Create a learning course/activity 
•  Select the module on ‘identifying RCTs’ 
•  Enter/invite your participants 
•  Monitor performance 
•  Feedback 
•  Reward 
 
 
 



Cochrane ClassMate: example 

Identifying RCTs: 
 
•  Work through different levels of difficulty 
•  Use known records 
•  Highly ‘commentated’ 
 





Show Commentary 

This record reports the 
trial quite helpfully, for 
instance, the title 
begins "A randomised 
controlled trial...".  



Show Commentary 

This record reports the 
trial quite helpfully, for 
instance, the title 
begins "A randomised 
controlled trial...".  

Other clues that we are 
looking at a controlled 
trial are that this is 
"...a double-blind 
parallel group study..." 
and is "...sham-
controlled..." 



Show Commentary 

This is quite a well-reported trial. In addition to the 
title stating the study design, it informs us of the 
participant eligibility, although not their setting. We 
are given information about the intervention and the 
control. We know that 60 participants were 
randomised at the beginning of the study and that 49 
completed the study, but we aren't specifically told 
that the participants are randomised on a 1:1 basis 
and how many of each group dropped-out. There is a 
primary outcome defined and conclusions drawn 
against this. The treatment is described as "...safe, 
well-tolerated..." although it isn't definitely stated 
that there were no adverse events. The trial's funding 
is not reported in the abstract, but it does give the 
trial registration number so that we can look this 
information up. 



Cochrane ClassMate: rewards 

We hope to make the ClassMate modules 
CPD accredited 

As well as offering certificates of 
participation 

And to unlock new levels as students 
progress 



Performance metrics 
Trainers would be able to view performance and progress for each learning ‘event’  

Student Task Progress Last accessed 
Joe RCT 

identification 
Level 1 
complete 

18/04/16 

Sarah RCT 
identification 

Level 2 
complete 

18/04/16 
 

Muriah RCT 
identification 

Level 1 
complete 

18/04/16 
 

Jean RCT 
identification 

Level 1 
complete 

18/04/16 
 

Toby RCT 
identification 

Level 1 
complete 

18/04/16 
 



Cochrane ClassMate 

Create your 
own module 
and share it 

with the 
community 

We’d like to be able to offer trainers the chance to create their own ‘modules’ 
which may combine records from other modules or may use new records in 

particular healthcare areas 



Cochrane ClassMate 

Game mode 

Run your own ‘citation screening challenges’ 

Remember the 48hr citation screening challenge? 
It’s time we enabled it so that you can set similar challenges for your students 



In summary 
Cochrane Crowd is launched: 
 
•  You can use it now and recommend your students sign up to help 

Cochrane identify the RCT evidence 
•  More tasks are coming soon 

Cochrane ClassMate is coming soon: 
•  It will offer trainers ‘modules’ that help inform about study design 

and appraisal 
•  It will use ‘known’ records identified by the crowd and 

commentated on by experts 
•  It will enable ‘screening challenges’ on live records 
•  Version 1 of the toolkit will be released this year 



We would love to hear your thoughts 
anna.noel-storr@rdm.ox.ac.uk 

Or cochraneclassmate@cochrane.org 
 

Thank you! 
 


