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Health-Related content on Wikipedia: Why share evidence on Wikipedia?

Cochrane-Wikipedia Initiative

How to get involved: Cochrane-Wikipedia Project Page

Cochrane Wikipedia Projects

Cochrane France: Improving French Wikipedia with Cochrane Evidence

Cochrane Musculoskeletal Wikipedia Project

Future Directions

Question Period



•

2.2 billion views/year (2018 (English 

Wikipedia)



Lyme Disease 64,804

Ketogenic Diet

Necrotizing fasciitis 51,000
Fentanyl 43,000
Crohn’s Disease

Pneumonia

21,000
Tinnitus 21,000

Multiple Sclerosis





WP:Cochrane
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:WikiProject_Medicine/Cochrane

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:WikiProject_Medicine/Cochrane
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Jemielniak, D.,  Masukume, G., Wilamowski, D. The most influential medical journals, according to Wikipedia: how quickly does new medical research propagate in a 
non-academic encyclopedia. JMIR Publications. October 2018.
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How to use all the work done in Wiki EN to 
develop « local » Wiki

Sylvain Juchet

Cochrane France



Cochrane-Wiki initiative
Volunteer tasks

1. Select a Cochrane review

2. Find a matching wikipedia article

3. Find the good spot to edit

4. Transform « Cochrane wording » into « wiki 
wording »

5. Do the edit



How can we make the life of the 
volunteer easier ?



Volunteer task

1. Select a Cochrane review
→ Assign manually ? Interesting part, possibility to focus on field of 

competency or curiosity

2. Find a matching wikipedia article
– Automatic keyword matching ?

→ Difficult without a lot of mismatch

– Manual pre-selection ?
→ Lot of time



Would you have the idea to match…

It decrease the risk of early death, so… …it could be relevant here



Starting from Wiki EN ?

EN FR

Page Views per Month 7,420,419,599 (x10) 687,559,782

Article Count 5,779,516 (x3) 2,069,464

New Articles per Day 634 (x3) 267

Edits per Month 3,256,712 (x5) 666,116

Active Editors 30,205 (x6) 4,885

Very Active Editors 3,477 (x5) 781

New Editors 4,920 (x7) 704

Major reviews have a good probability to be included quickly in Wiki EN, and the 
french version of the article is likely to exist

Source : wikiscan.org (7/4/2019); Jemielniak , J Med Internet Res, 2019 



Matching in practice (1)

• Export bibtex file with reviews of interest from the 
cochrane library

– We wanted to focused on recent reviews (from 2017)

– Easier than using archie

• For each review, check if DOI is cited in wikipedia (EN 
and FR)

– Extract Wiki articles links, title and importance  

– Keep only EN articles that have a DOI cited, with a 
corresponding french article that does not have the same
DOI cited



Matching in practice (2)

• Resulting table

• Sorted by importance (maximum, high…)

• « Semi-automatic » update :
– Manual part: download files from cochrane library and archie

– Automation with R program

Wiki links and title Cochrane review title DOI - Links to cochrane library (FR)

Alcoolisme Le baclofène pour le sevrage 
alcoolique

10.1002/14651858.CD008502.pub5

Antirétroviral
Antidépresseurs pour le 
traitement de la dépression 
chez les adultes atteints du VIH

10.1002/14651858.CD008525.pub3

https://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alcoolisme
https://www.cochranelibrary.com/cdsr/doi/10.1002/14651858.CD008502.pub5/fr
https://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Antir%C3%A9troviral
https://www.cochranelibrary.com/cdsr/doi/10.1002/14651858.CD008525.pub3/fr


Today

• Using our program

– 4719 Cochrane reviews on 2246 Wiki EN articles

– 2246 Wiki EN → 1407 corresponding Wiki FR

– 312 Cochrane reviews on 225 Wiki FR articles



Volunteer task

1. Select a Cochrane review
→ Interesting part, possibility to focus on field of competency or curiosity

2. Find a matching wikipedia article
→ Table of Wiki EN matches

3. Find the good spot to edit

4. Transform « Cochrane wording » into « wiki wording »

5. Do the edit



Wiki wording

• Extract automatically from summary of findings and 
result table ?
– Ex 1 : "Pneumococcal vaccines for preventing pneumonia in chronic obstructive 

pulmonary disease: meta-analysis on 1372 subjects (6 studies) that compared 
Pneumococcal vaccine versus control showing a risk reduction of 41 % with the 
intervention if measuring: Community‐acquired pneumonia: at least 1 episode “

– Ex 2 : "Reminiscence therapy for dementia: meta-analysis on 1060 subjects (8 studies) 
that compared Reminiscence therapy versus no treatment showing no significative
difference with the intervention if measuring: Self‐reported quality of life 
post‐treatment "

→Not convinced, we gave up the idea

• But Wiki EN spot and wording could help the 
volunteer on how to insert the information in Wiki 
FR



Volunteer task

1. Select a Cochrane review
→ Interesting part, possibility to focus on field of competency or curiosity

2. Find a matching wikipedia article
→ Table of Wiki EN matches

3. Find the good spot to edit
→ Inspire from Wiki EN spot

4. Transform « Cochrane wording » into « wiki wording » 
→ Inspire from Wiki EN wording

5. Do the edit



Conclusion

• Need some feedback from the community and the volunteers

• Upcoming work
– List of reviews not included in Wiki EN

– Bot helping with citation from updated reviews ready but not 
implemented yet

–Recruiting volunteers and keeping them
interested !!
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Project page link: 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:WikiProject_Medicine/Cochrane

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:WikiProject_Medicine/Cochrane
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