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Welcome & Land Acknowledgement

Members of the Can-SOLVE 
CKD Network office conduct 
their work from the 
traditional, unceded 
territories of the Coast Salish 
and home of xʷməθkʷəy ̓əm 
(Musqueam), Sḵwx̱wú7mesh 
(Squamish), and 
Səl̓ílwətaɬ (Tsleil-Waututh) 
Nations.



Learning Objectives

1. Understand the importance of storytelling in the context of health care

2. Gain insights into how an educational module was co-developed and 
delivered with patient partners

3. Review resources and how they can be used 



Have you shared your story?

4



Strategy for Patient-Oriented Research (SPOR)

• Funded by Canadian Institutes of Health 
Research

• Partnership between researchers, those 
with lived experience, healthcare 
providers, policy-makers

• Committed to building a collaborative 
research environment centred around 
patients and health system decision 
makers



Can-SOLVE CKD Network
(Canadian Seeking Solutions and Innovations to Overcome Chronic Kidney Disease)

(www.cansolveckd.ca) 

http://www.cansolveckd.ca/


Patient engagement

Patient 
Council

Governance

Funders



A wobbly start



Not reinventing the wheel...

Narrative Medicine: 
a way for healthcare 

practitioners to deeply 
understand the experience 
of illness and care through 

patient stories

Three Sides to Every Story
Beyond Catharthis

https://www.thepermanentejournal.org/doi/full/10.7812/TPP/17-119
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/29430729/


Online Pilot



Timeline



Teresa's Story



Module development – interactive, asynchronous, online

https://cansolveckd.ca/storytelling/#/

https://cansolveckd.ca/storytelling/#/


Patients sharing their stories
Stories shared in Buenos Aires, Argentina; San 
Diego, CA; Cairns, Australia, and more!



Sharing our story

“By telling your stories you may have 
acquainted many doctors, nurses, 
students, etc. with the importance of 
just plain listening to patients and 
relatives…” (email from a retired 
physician)



Evaluation and next steps



• 6 training programs to enhance POR 
skills and knowledge

• Based on survey findings of greatest 
training needs in POR

• Co-built by patient partners

Resources to enhance POR - Learning Tree

https://cansolveckd.ca/resources/#patientengagement
https://cansolveckd.ca/resources/#patientengagement


Collaborators & Storytellers

Marian Reich – Patient Partner, Story Coach, SFI 
Special Project Assistant
Cathy  Woods – Patient Partner, Storyteller
Mary Beaucage – Patient Partner & Storyteller
Dwight Sparks – Patient Partner & Storyteller
Chantal Large - Patient Partner & Storyteller
Gwen Herrington - Patient Partner & Storyteller
Mike McCormick - Patient Partner & Storyteller
Arlene Desjarlais - Patient Partner & Storyteller
Helen Robinson Sette – Patient Partner, Training & 
Mentorship Committee
Teresa Atkinson – Patient Partner & Storyteller

Chantal Boucher – Kidney Foundation of Canada
Liz Fowler – Kidney Foundation of Canada
Craig Settee – Can-SOLVE CKD IPERC Coordinator, Patient Partner & Storyteller
Leah Getchell – Can-SOLVE CKD Patient Partnerships & Training Lead, Story Coach
Selina Allu – Can-SOLVE CKD Knowledge Translation Broker, Story Coach
Leanne Stalker – Stakeholder, Kidney Foundation of Canada National Office
Catherine Turner – Can-SOLVE CKD Indigenous Liaison Manager
Audrey L'Esperance – Centre of Excellence for Partnership with Patients and the 
Public (CEPPP)
Kevin Burns – Nephrologist
Meghan Elliott – Nephrologist
Norm Rosenblum – Nephrologist
Ruth Sapir-Pichadze – Nephrologist
Helen Chiu – BC Renal
Eva Bernstein – SFI Special Projects Assistant
Simone Dew – SFI Special Projects Assistant
Linnea Franson – Can-SOLVE CKD Communications Specialist

Patient Collaborators & Storytellers Collaborators



Q&A (and how to stay in touch)

www.cansolveckd.ca tatkinson@cansolveckd.ca
teresa.atkinson@kidney.ca
leah.getchell@lhsc.on.ca@cansolveckd

https://cansolveckd.ca/get-involved/

Storytelling for Impact 
Online Module

https://cansolveckd.ca/storytelling/#/

https://cansolveckd.ca/get-involved/
https://cansolveckd.ca/storytelling/#/
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