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POLL 1: GETTING TO KNOW YOU
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WHY DO WE SUMMARISE INCLUDED 
STUDIES?

• To communicate to readers and help them navigate the review:

- What studies are included

- How synthesis is structured

• Especially important when it’s hard to keep track of which studies are 
relevant to which analysis:

- Multiple intervention types

- Multi-component interventions

- Large numbers of included studies

- Different study designs

- Synthesis methods other than meta-analysis
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14 studies
48 pages
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POLL 2: WHAT SHOULD WE SUMMARISE?
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SUMMARISE THE INFORMATION
MOST USEFUL TO YOUR READERS

• Characteristics that:

• Are important to your objectives

• Will help understand your synthesis

• Are Important to implementation and applicability

• Vary importantly across studies in the review

• Clear and easy to refer to, printable
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CONSIDER USING

• study ID (name and date)

• location/country

• study design

• sample size

• categories of population or intervention used to structure the synthesis
(comparisons, subgroups)

• And maybe: outcome(s) reported and/or included in synthesis, 
measurement tools used, timepoints measured.
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CONSIDER NOT USING

• Risk of bias – this is assessed based on the results, not the study overall

• Secondary characteristics

• Characteristics that are the same for all or most studies

• Results – grouped by study and not by outcome, isolated from synthesis 
and assessment of certainty
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POLL 3: HOW SHOULD WE SORT THE 
INFORMATION?
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HOW TO SET UP THE TABLE IN REVMAN WEB
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FURTHER RESOURCES

• Cochrane Handbook: Chapter 9 
(https://training.cochrane.org/handbook/current/chapter-09) 

• Cochrane website
https://community.cochrane.org/news/cochranes-focused-review-format-now-available

• RevMan Web Knowledge Base

• Cochrane Public Health guidance on OSIS tables

• miranda.cumpston@monash.edu
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