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Why now?

Timeline

What are we trying to achieve

Evolution of the question bank

Prioritization

Production process

Editorial process

Key messages





•

•

•

•

•

•



11 Mar
WHO declares 

pandemic. 
Widespread 

lockdowns begin.

30 Jan
Public Health 
Emergency of 
International 

Concern declared

31 Dec – 31 Jan
Cluster of cases in 
Wuhan spread to a 
variety of countries

January February March April May

21 Feb
Discussions begin 

between Cochrane 
and the WHO

17 Mar
EMD starts to 

collect priority 
questions from 

stakeholders

26 Mar
COVID Rapid 
Reviews site 

launched – work 
begins on first 

priority reviews

Focus moving 
to categorizing 
and prioritizing 

questions

21 Apr
Second rapid 

review 
published

11/12 Feb
WHO Forum to 
define research 

priorities

8 Apr
First rapid 

review 
published



Provide rapid, high-quality evidence syntheses to inform 
the important decisions being made by clinicians, policy 
makers, and the public during the coronavirus 
pandemic.
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3. All other questions (not yet refined or prioritized)

•

•

•



‐

https://www.cochranelibrary.com/cdsr/doi/10.1002/14651858.CD013574/full
https://www.cochranelibrary.com/cdsr/doi/10.1002/14651858.CD011621.pub4/full
https://www.cochranelibrary.com/cdsr/doi/10.1002/14651858.CD013582/full
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mailto:covidrapidreviews@Cochrane.org


•

https://taskexchange.cochrane.org/
https://www.cochrane.org/cochranes-work-rapid-reviews-response-covid-19
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https://covidrapidreviews.cochrane.org/resources
https://www.cochrane.org/coronavirus-covid-19-cochrane-resources-and-news
https://www.cochrane.org/cochranes-work-rapid-reviews-response-co
https://www.cochranelibrary.com/covid-19
https://methods.cochrane.org/rapidreviews/
https://covid-19.cochrane.org/
https://taskexchange.cochrane.org/


All authors, Cochrane staff and members who have offered support


