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 This was part of Chapter 

7 in the previous edition 

and has now moved to 

Chapter 4

 New authors: Chris 

Marshall, James Thomas, 

Julie Glanville

 Input from the Handbook 

editorial team



Studies NOT articles - expanded

4.6.1 Studies 

(not reports) 

as the unit of 

interest
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Important to identify duplicates - expanded
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4.6.2 

Identifying 

multiple 

reports 

from the 

same study



Documents may each provide information about 

the study – new emphasis

4.6.2 

Identifying 

multiple 

reports from 

the same 

study
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Methods information

Quality of 

life 

outcomes 

Effects and safety data and methods



Study selection process - reordered
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4.6.3 A typical 

process for 

selecting 

studies



Selection process – new clarifications 

▪ Studies should not be omitted from a review solely 

because measured outcome data are not reported

– Include studies in the review irrespective of whether 

measured outcome data are reported in a ‘usable’ way

– Do not exclude studies solely for reporting of the outcome 

data, to avoid bias due to selective outcome reporting

– While such studies cannot be included in meta-analyses, 

the implications of their omission should be considered
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4.6.3 A typical 

process for 

selecting 

studies



How to select studies – clearer direction
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4.6.4 

Implement-

ation of the 

selection 

process



Applying the eligibility criteria – minor change
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4.6.4 

Implementatio

n of the 

selection 

process

4.6.5 Selecting 

‘excluded 

studies’



Excluded studies – clarification

▪ Table of ‘Characteristics of excluded studies’

– Provide the specific reason for exclusion for any studies that a reader 

might plausibly expect to see among the included studies. 

– Should be as brief as possible

– Should not list studies that obviously do not fulfil the eligibility 

criteria for the review, such as ‘Types of studies’, ‘Types of 

participants’, and ‘Types of interventions’. 

– Should not list studies that are obviously not randomized if the review 

includes only randomized trials. 

– Cochrane reviews: Average number of studies listed in the ‘excluded 

studies’ table is 30.
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4.6.5 Selecting 

‘excluded 

studies’



Software support – new information
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4.6.6 

Software 

support for 

selecting 

studies



Automating the selection process – new 

information
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4.6.6 

Software 

support for 

selecting 

studies



Automating the selection process – new 

information

▪ Natural language processing tools can highlight 

sentences and key phrases automatically (e.g. 

PICO elements, trial characteristics, details of 

randomization) 

▪ To help screen more easily
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4.6.6 

Software 

support for 

selecting 

studies



Measuring agreement - removed
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New resources

▪ Technical appendix 4 Managing references

– Information on bibliographic management packages to help with 

managing and deduplicating search results

– Information on methods of deduplication
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Technical 

Appendix 

section 4 

Managing 

references
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